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quite reasonable. I shall endeavour, as briefly as I can, to answer this important question Let me tell you that the real point at issue is the Congress demand on the one hand and, if I can so put it, reluctance on the part of responsible men to respond to that demand on the other. The Congress wants independence, which in other words means it wants control over Defence, External Relations and Finance, i e , partnership at will, terminable by either party. That is the substance of the Congress demand, because the Congress honestly believes that the country has got capable hands to take over charge from the foreign Government.
But on the part of responsible men I have been seeing nothing during my wanderings and talks On the other hand, I find they are raising considerable difficulties in conceding what is the legitimate claim of the Congress I shall tell you without any modesty that the Congress seeks and claims to represent the whole mass of India. Its claim cannot be disputed. You know India is in villages and not in cities like Bombay, Calcutta or Madras The Congress claims to represent also even the Princes in spite of themselves Of course, it does not want to usurp their rights, but does justice to them also so long as their claims do not become inconsistent with those of the teeming millions At the same time, the Congress offers the least resistance to them because it engages itself in putting forth the claims on behalf of the masses.
As you are devoted to seeking avenues for peace, you should have no difficulty in recognizing the claim of the Congress. The history of the past fifteen months before the Delhi Pact tells you that these masses were at war with Government, but it was a peaceful war for the simple reason that the masses had taken the pledge to win freedom without shedding a drop of blood. In this struggle, thousands upon thousands of women and children received lathi blows. Tens of thousands were sent to jail. Women of India rose as if by magic There was a phenomenal awakening on their part. Thousands of villages responded to the Congress message. I myself do not know why and how I was not prepared for such a splendid response to me. There must have been the hand of God behind. These villages and villagers were all unarmed, because, remember, there is compulsory disarmament in my country.
But those who wielded lathis and used bayonets did not realize
that   these   women   and   villagers   had   with   them an instrument
which was not perishable and which was far more effective.    That
instrument was in the form of love, non-violence and truth against
hen: force of arms and other brutal methods.